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CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION
,,11 Nrmt I~m .
$A=IW-IWI'O. CA M,f.u1a 

Mr. Jart" S.ttl.r Jlnulry 111 20CO C. 
U.S. Dlpartment ar !ttergy
 
".",alel Bl'Mto,"ttental Ma".a''''''' Project
 
P~C. Sol 538705
CinGinniiti. OhID 4IISU108 

Dear John: 

Tt1ank you .1ar Slndlf1; 111 craft 'Ifter clateQ Januiry , 0, 200g~ for our rmw .,d comment. We 

apprsl'lQte yeor If. In warklna with states to accommodate their GDnGIITII reglrTi"a tt'lo . 

rerautlnB of1ttlillON-ilvet rldiOictive wls~e shipments te the NIVldl Tilt Site. 

AlthoYlh the reviled draft "lttt i8 an ;mprl'vemllrlt over the first draft. plttfcuiarfy 1M iNrHIICI 

inflrm_" _aul U1IIlhjpm.nts~ it eCiti dCHIS nCl\ adequelcl)f addren Cln'omll'. ca,."". 

Theloc ~nC,,"1 inGludl: thl p.ml.' I.ck at time'Y Irnergency '"PMII to 8ft ICCtdlftt along 

SA '27, Ittl fact tftIIIlR 127 WII not engln.erect ."CS CiDnICN=ed to hindi. num.ro"l h88VY 

truck 'QadI. the DflC8dent such "rou~ng to avDid LIs V'PI .:auld Nt fer athlr nuctear wlste 
st1lpmentl. Ind that it ilthe m.n tourist ICcess raid to Delth VIUaV N-'onal Park. CaJrfarnta 

GDfttlnuH to oPPOcA OOE'I QrapcMd ,rerouting through Cltlfe'NI thousanas of lQWwlM .
Our apeefficradloaGttvIWlltelJipmenta from ,astern stlttl tD the Nevada Test S1te~ 

commems on the,.. follow.' 

i . We apprealtl tlW flct t."lt 'IW rnfald DO!"~emlld letter now Inetucllll I *,"*,1 that 

bad weith., or adw' _etll COnditions may CIUIII pantaJIar route nat to bit ullld rAIling. 

p81iod of Ilmi. auch II during nisn potentia' far tI'l" leadIng and _IDnll ta1mIt tram;. 
Howewrt VIII It.t.rn.fIt nMdl further c1arlftCIIlon In tarms of how !hili -periods If time" 

will be IdlnUfJed. It Ihowd ,. ;".nClld to: "NGIcI will IVeId pIIk tourist tim,.. -_"1Cf Dy 

InyD COLlnty ",4 thIt Death Vall'Y Nlt;ona' Parlf'l. WI .'.D "818 etlrilleatlan an lft'CGdures 

far natlfying trueten of emergency condMlone such III••" ftaad•. 

2: Tho drift IIttIr does not adeQUately addresl Umited fir« "-Po"" IIftlrglncy res.,se 

ceplbillt)' lIaN '" 127. We Ire Vlrt concernld,·.aut~I rlmOle Ind ImitR ImIrgenGY 

. ....pon•• CI",bHl~ alcnG AFt 127 for accidef1tl involvinG rldI••1 materiala. 'nyo County 
"*G that IIIJItI"CI with rDldwl~ incidenta must came fn:m thllnyo County Shlriff Unit at 

lho.hone, Plrk eervJ=- R."la,. dilfDatoh.ef e~ ~ Cew Creek near Fumaee Craek, cr the 

HigttwlY Patrol cut of Death Valley at aLIt cf Parumph, NWldl, Most af the route liel 1-3 

hcIL1r1 "m Ifty pUblIc aill.nea. To deaJ with major roaawty inoidlnts. CounlY S"""' 

unital,. lent tram Lane Pine. Which is three hours fINly from 111. ctOH$! seomant at SR
.12'7. 

CYmtntI)' the SA. 127 towrtl of Tecopa, ShOSt\Oftl, aMi Dllth V.'1Iy ·Junctlon are HrVId by 

••'ngle Vol.....r Fir. Protadion Dl.triet that II without MY lurtd'"', In CII. of I ario.... 

ractiola_ rIIIlae in tnvo CountY. SDttialist response teams woUld be brought 'n 'ram 

lither San IIm.rei'"" gr Bakersf1e'd wnJoh wDuld take at I••tt 3..-4 hDu". The Clolest
i 

mldlcll facility Is in Pahrump. The.closest fuUy equjpped ho,~Ital is in La. Vegas. How wit 
DO! addf'8A the prabJem af remote and limited emergency r••ponle cap.Bllity (responders

.
InCS nGSpita,s) Ilan; SR 121"1 
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3.	 The [en., GDel not Idar.IS concerns abct..lt the poor rosa eoncfitiona ar SPt 1211"; the 
JN~"C: h.tt" 8ftd safety impllcatlo"1 of rerOuting the.. shlJ'"*\tI ama paarer quafitY and 
leSier-m.intIf",d tura' highWaY'. AI we have m8ntianea, SR 127 WIS not an ."gin,.red 
raull, ". ""11'11 unblnked. unsl;ned ~,n.spled tuml, blind rilll, sullainld Irides in 
UGlU of mod." Itanaard$, and dozenl cf WllhH eraser"1 both over lnet UI'Idet u-.e 
pavemlfttf The rolel .81M·~ includl turnout. or wide shOuJderI and "'Ire are qUlltionc 
about the long-term diet on the road from iftcr8ltJed huvy truClC Ullp. How dOlI DOE 
jUletfv tradIng DIP Ihl UN of weU·mai"tajnIG int."t...."';mlry highways for mGre 
circu~DUS rural rautea that have gennHy higher IGCident rates? How does DOE expJlln 
their prop••aUII af Jess qUltity roads and inertlling the Ihippinl dlltMca even though 
luct1 rerautlng wcu-'Id IPSa"t ta result in higher estlmlted pUblic and werDr rllkl triln routes 
Ihraugn LII Vega,' The interlCltes and prim." hlghWirlElra bitter Gllianed and 
canstructH ttl Itandle "8IVY truck 1raffle (raadbld., eho\llaeri. lie.) thin rural highwaya. 
Th' I'D'" throuGh LII Vegla are sharter than routel tI1lt wold Las Vegal thllrtby 
i1crllling shipping ailtln. Whit are the trade-affa fram I' public nelNh and latety 
perspective in muting thlll Ihlpmentl to avQld LIS VIp.? 

4.	 Rero1.lling nuclelr Wille shipment. to avo~d shipment through Lal V...eould hIVe 
impliCitiotta for J.LW .hiprnlnta to NTS from ather ,,'~lWtor Sit81, Far .ample, t1aw Will 
DOE reroute ,hiJ:Wnentl from IN!EL 10 NTS ifthl inllnt il,to avoid Lal vegu? one optIon 
,"8nlloned wal thIt ahipmentl tram INEEL tG NTS would be rout. t"roUlh Rlna, 
Sicreminta. StDddOn. and r=r..nQ~ WtUlt are OOE's ptlna for ",utin; LLW shipments from 
at,*, G'"erBtor sit. to NTS? Befa,.. mavin; aheld with the,e contruveraiill tDLfiing pll"s 
to avotcs Las Vegll, DOE shoula evatuate the DOE·wide complex i",pltCl1ionl from diVertirlS , 
thllllhtpm,nlllo evold Lal Vagll. 
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Department at !nIIrgyDepartment Energy 
Ohio FIeld Otrlall Ohio Reid Offk~ 

Ferna!~l Area Offlo~Fernllet ArIa Otfta
. pP, O. Box ~$?06o. Box &38706~ 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45253-8705Cincinn~tl, Ohio 4~S,~-8.
(513) 848..3155 · 
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DOE-OlSe-OcMr, Robert R.I.=ux DOE.O2Bg-OI3Mr. Robert A. LDLUC 

Executive DirectorExac,tive Dire©tot 
Aganw f~r Nua!ear Pmje~sAiancy far Nuclllr projects 
1802 N. Clrson ~rlet, Suite 2521802 N. Carson ~ra~, Suite 252 
Corlon CiW. Nevada 89701Carlon City. Nevada 89701 

Commi.lionlr Roblrt L.urie 
California EnergyCalifarnle EnerGY Cammt_sian 
1B18 Ninth Stre,t 
Sacramenta, Clilfomia 85814-8612$a~ramen~, ~llfomia 95814-6612 

Daar Mr. loux and Mr. Laurie:Dear Mr. ~ux and Mr. Lout;e: 

SHIPMENTS OF LOW-LEVEL RADIQACTIVE WASTE TO THE NEVADA TEST SITESHIPMENT= OF LOW-~EL ~DIOA~TIVE WASTE TO THE.NEVADA 

~is t~er i= to~ you af the Dnpa~me~ of Enargy’s lODE) plans ~ t~=po~ low
This litter is to-~ YDU af the Department of.
Energv's (DOE) plana to trill1lPOrt low
lev.1 radioactive waite by truck from thB Fernaid lite neli Clncinnlti, Ohio, to t.~e Nevada 
TI't Site (NTS' nlar Me,curv. Nbvada. Thesl shipments are .xp.etld to piSS through the 
state of California,- A map of the truck routes is ~
lose~.state of California, A map of the truck routes is enclosed. . . .+ 

level r~ioa~v= waste by :ruck from th~ F=rnald =~e near Cincinn~, Ohm,
 

.....t :........ ,, ,.~.., .I ~. f.. • I III,
• I I 

Owned by the DOE, the Fernald ,site Is II former uranium and thDrium procelslng facilityOwned by ~e DOE, the Ferna~d ~ite is a former uranium and thorium prooesslng ~cil~y 
undergoing I:I.nup. A significant part of 'the cleat'up effort i. the off-site disposal of low" 
llVel radioactiVe waste consisting of construction rubble. debris. trash. resldulI, and 
undergoing 
l~nup, A significant pa~ of the cleanup ~on is the off-~e disposal M Iow
l~el mdioa=~e waste consi,tinO of con~ructlon ebb!e, debris.

production WIIitU. Plesse nDta that the DOE ha. worked with regullltOr1 and atherprejudge w=~., ~eese note t~at the DOE has work~ wlt~ re~ul~~ and other

stakeholders to minimizi the yolume af wlste to be dispased aff-site. It 15 IxplCted 'that~akeholders to mime=to ~e volume of waste to be dis~sed nff-s~, it !s e~~~ that
.pproximately 76 million cubic feet of wilte will be gen.r..t8d during future clunup 
lC'tivitia. Of this vatums, 67 million oubic feet will ctlspoled o.,...ita and 15 milliot'\ cubic
eppr~immty 76 miltiun cubic feet of waste will be generet~ during future ~leenup 
amiviON. ~ ~is volume, 57 mi!lion =ubic feet will disposed on-site

feet wil! be shipped to e commas!a! disp~=l faciliW in ~ah. Only a smell posen, ! ,2
flit will be shipped to II c;ammereial disposal ~acility in Utah. Only I small portion, '.2 
million cubic flit ".6% 01 the toUtl volume generatedl will be dispoled at the NTS,million ~ubi= f~t (1,6% of t~a total volume ganer~ed) will be dis~om~ =t the ~5,
 

. 

on~~ ~coms raised byThe DOE has aI,o been working to address transportatign concerns raised by stakeholders 
ne.r tne NTS. In respanse to cancerns regarding Shipping waites acrosl the Hoover Cam 
and throuQh ttle 1-1&/US·96 Intsfc"'ange (known IS the HSplshetti Bowl") near downtownand through the !-!6tUS’B6 int=rchang= (known as the *Spaghe~ Bowl’~ near downtown
 
LBB Vegas, the Fernald Environmental Management Project (FEMP) had agreed to~, VeGas, the Fomald Environmental Management Projem (FEMP) had

determine lne feeslbilltV of altemate truck rDutes. While the reaponsibility and authority
~!e1l!etion has bfJen,aSli~lhe m~tar cal'!iBrs In 8ccDrdance_¥Jith~ Deparim~
d~ermine the feasibility of alternate ~rack routes. W~ila ~e msgonsibitiW and au~o~
 
~or routs sele~i=n has boen..aa!~~t~= motor c~~~.~a~m=n~
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~LT~ansportation (DOT) rules, the FEM~. has .of..I@nlpa~tion (D~~L~F,' haS~rk8dworkect wit~  wi1h motor carder~ to mOl0r carriers toidentifyidentify ,
eccol~tab!e al~a~i~.~~uIcceptabll alternatives t Aa It, a the FEMP and Its motor n~~i have Isgreed t-o not mult, the FEMP and lts mOlar etlme;. hive qr.Bd tD nat
ship waste ship waste over ave' me Hoover Dam o
 through the Spaghetti Bowl as ~ong as safe air.native tn. HDO'Jer Dam ar through the Sp8gh8tti Bawl as lang II life alternative
routes are available. In ardor to avoid these areas, truck shipments have been travelling route, arl av.ilable. In order to avoid thels arfJIS, tRIck shipments h,vl bHn travelling
aGro~s the country a!=nft !-~0 ~o Nevada. then following US highways 03, B, led 9E toacrals the country alCini 1-80 to Neved.. then following US highwIYs 93, 8. and 9& to the
=ntranee of tl~e NTS at Memurv, NV. Tructcs do not ~mvd through California using this ,ntrance of thl NTS It Mercury. NV I Trucks do not travel thro~9h Cllifarnil using this
mute. However, during the winter rnontt~$, weather condition= wil! make iz neGe=sery for route. Howeve" during che winte, montns, wllth.r condition. will make ir n_Alry for
the moto~ carrier= to utilize the momr I:.rriera to utilize more more southerly approeeh~ to southerly ap,:ItOlch. to the the NTS, NTS.

Beginning in" January 2000, ·trucks wineegin 10 trevet CrGll-country liang 1-40, enteringBe~linnin9 in January 2000, truck= wil! .l~egin to travel cm==-
0untry alonl 1-40, enter!n9 
Cqtifamls ntlr Needles and cDnn~ng with US 9& to Clerk County, Neveda, Trucks wIllCalifornia near Na~les and connecting wi~ Ut~ 96 to Clerk County. Nev~a, Trucks will 
fewt"!'r c::.nfD,n'l an NJpton RGid and connect with 1-'6. At thi. paint, wctca will travelre-=nmr California on Ntpton Road and connect with I-! 6. At this point, truc!~ will travel 
either north an 1-' &'blck imo N.vada Ind connect with Nevada rouee 1eo g us 91 to thelittler north on I-I E’buck ]rrto Nev~a and connect with Nevada route !@0 to US 96 to the .
NTS, or mlY will drive south to CA 127 It Biker. The trucks will go nonh an CA 127 taNTS, or thw wil! drive south to CA 127 ~t Baker. The tru=!~ will go rlOli:h on ~ 127 to
NIVSdl. continuing an NV 373 ro US 96 to the NT!. Road and weith" conditions 
permiftin8, the FEMP antiGipltes that in the fu~ur. t~e motor ani.,. win·utilize thHe 
Nay=de, continuing ~n NV 373 to US 9E to the NTE. Road and war, her.�ondition~ 
!3arm!sting, the FEMP anticipates that in the ~uture the motor ~rrlm will utilize these

=outl~em routes during tlte winter INovember through ’Aprill an= tile riorthem al~pma~h
louthem rautel during the wintur tNavemblr thrDugh 'April) ,net ttte riarthem approach 
during "tt'\1 lumme, (Mav thraugh Octaber).during tl~e summer (May mmugh October).
 

During 2QOO, the FEMP pllns ta ule VI,.. motor carri...; two will be ullng the CA 127During 2000, the FEMP plans to uee throe motor =rri~r=; two will bl using tire CA 127 
,
 

raute and ane will b, using the NV , 80 rout.. Howeve" the "umb.r af welts lIIY.llln; 
along each mute will be ~out the same. Tyl=ir, ally, the number of =!!lpm~tt= !~4vir~
 
mute =nd one will be ueln9 the NV I BO route.. Howev=~, the numb=r of tru=:ks travelling
 
810ng Ilch route will be about the sime. TypicallV, the number crt Ihlpmlft11luving 
Femald, dlllined for ,the NTS'during Iny glvln we.k reng,. fram cera to ftfteen. 81dPemeld deetlne~ for the NTSduring any given week range= from =era to E/teen. B~
 
wllthlr or othlr speciel condltians may clluse a Plnicular route to not b. u.s for Iweather or other specia! 
ondttions may cause a i~ertinular rome tO not be uaed for a
 
period of time. "For example, CA 127 il lubJect to occilionalfl.sh flooding end '81lona'~riod of time. For example, CA 127 ia subject to occasional/In~h fluoding erie seasona!

plek ~a\.lrilt trltfrc.. MOlar earri.,. will be Idviud to nOt ule thil route during thuepolk tourist traffic, Motor carders wil! be edvi=~l to not use thil route dudng thin ..
 
Iven'•. PI•••e note the, the FEMP requires ell woke alrrying waite ta the NTS to blevents, Please note that ~he FEMP requires ell truoke cnrryin9 waste ~o the NTS to im ,.
 
IQuipped wi1:h Iltelll"e traCking and c~mmLlnic.tion units so that they cln be notified ItII;iUigpod with Iltellito tracking lind 
o.mmunicitiol! Ul1~.~ 8o that thiy 
lf! be notified
 
Iny tlml of Imlrganov condltlanslUch II fllih floodl.any tlme of =m=rgont~v cond!~lon= ~h as fl==h flood=.
 

TruCks tflnspaning ~hl Wist. will be designated •eXclusive USB," aa referenced In 41 CFATrucks transporting the waste will be d~slgn~t~ "exclusive usa," as referan~ in 49 CFR
 
Plrt , 73.403, and will cerry only low·tevel rldia_ive WU1I. The waite will be rnoltfyPert 173,4~13, and will eer~y only tow-lave! radioed!re waste. The waite wl!! be mo~y
 
trash, Nbbtl, and dabril from the environmental cleanup acllvlt'.. as weN I. process 
residua Ii,.•• Wilt. end leftover pracess mlt.rials and wane. from the forme, production 
trash, rubble, arid debri~ from the environmental cleanup aetivlti~ a= wet! ~ proce~
 
residue= l;,e. wn=te= and leftover process matedal~ and we=tee from the former !~odu~on
 
OlOerltion$) contaminated primarily with uranium end thorium. It is expected that the
OPlrltJonl) ;antamlnatacl prim.rilv with uranium Ind thorium. tt is expected that me 
Wlltel wnl IiIlneraJly ba classified .1 low-specific actlvitv (LSA-I and LSA-III per DOTwe~te~ will generally b~ 
lassifle~ a= Iow-fpecific activity (LSA-I and !.SA-I!) per DOT
 
rllul.tionl~ The .l1ima~ed maximum dosl rate fram lJranlum wUI be 1-2 mit"rem per hour 
on aantlot w~h the truck, while the eetim.ted maximum do.e rite far thorium will bl 6
regulations, The e=tim~t~l maximum ~lose. rate from uranium will I~ 1-2 rrdl~rern per hour
 
on ~ontaot with the truck~ while the o~tim=ted maximum dome ~=te !or ~hodum will be 6
10 millimm pnr hour two mature from th~ truck. The DOT limit for = vehicle transpo~ng, Q mitl1rem par hour twa mete,. from the truck.. The COT limit for a vehicle transporting 
rlldiolative ml'Clrial by exclusive use shipment il 1a millirem plr hour It two mate'l fromr~ioagtive mateda! by exclusive u~e shipment is !O mi!limm per hour at two mature from 
thl trlnsport Vlhiel'. Proper -OOT label! and placards will b8 clea,'y diepllyed on thethe tmnaport vehicle. Proper-DOT labels and placards will i~e 
io~rly displayed on the 
cantainers and on the trucks. In addition, prior to departure, Fernald will conduct thoroughconteiner~ and on tl~e ~rucks. in addition, !=rior to departure, Fernald w!il conduct ~horough 
radistton and cantlminatton surveys of the containers and trucks to ensure they meat COTradiation and contnminat~=n surveys ~f me containers an~t truck= to ons~re they meet DOT 
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,hipping requirements fDr rldioactlve materials, In cise of an emar~lncy, the mOlo,zhippin9 requirements for raOio~tve mamr]als, In uase of an emorgenw, ~e
=ar~er will imm~iat~ly notify ~e state end Iocel authorities, as we!l as eme~encyclrrilr will immedill"Y notify tha stlte and lacel ,authoritle•• II well II emlrgen;y 
msnaSI",em personne' It Fernald. The COE and the Femald remldi,ticn contractor, Jrluor 
Daniel Femald (FDF), will mIke MICOOllry notifioatianl Ind pravid••."ergencv ....pans. 
aSllstance.asil~ance. 

, 

If vou hive eny questiDns regarding Fernald low-tevel waltl Ihipments~ plllSI ccn18etif you have eny que~tons regerding Fornald low-level wa~e shipment, plosse
John S.ttler of my Itaff at (513t 848·314&.John S~I~ of my steff ~t 15131 84B.3145. 

S!~erety,Sincerely, 

FEMP:Sluler FEMP:Sattler Jack R, CraigJack A. Craig 
Directorelrector 

, 

     ~ InclQsure E~c!osum        
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cc: I~�:
C. C. Gertz, ~;ertz, DOE-NVO DOE-NVO 
D, Lie, DOE-OH D. Lee, DOE-OH 
Fton-Rw~n-Ross, Aoss, WGA W(SA
aSEI SSEO 
Inya InYn County
 eDLintv' 
Sin San liemerdino County BeMllrdioo County 
L. L. Brld,hew, Orltdshziw, Nye CountyNye Caun1V 
Uncaln Lincoln County County 
J. COallJla, White Pi"e CDunty 
Etka Elko CourrwCounty             , 


